PART II

SYSTEMATIC BACTERIOLOGY

CHAPTER XIV

STAPHYLOCOCCUS,  MICROCOCCUS  AND  SARGINA
Staphylococcus
THE genus Staphylococcus contains Gram-positive cocci that
tend to be arranged in small groups or clusters, that show
pigmented colonies on solid media and that may be pathogenic
to man.
Classification. Bacteria bearing a close resemblance to staphy-
lococci were observed by Koch in 1878, and were first cultivated,
in a fluid medium, by Pasteur in 1880. These organisms were
grown in eggs and their relationship to abscesses described by
Ogston in 1881-82. It was Rosenbach, however, who, in 1884,
made a detailed study of them and suggested a classification
according to the pigmentation of the colonies : Staph. pyogenes
aureus and Staph. pyogenes albus. In the following year, 1885,
Passet added a further variety, Staph. pyogenes citreus, which pro-
duced a yellow pigment. Since then numerous varieties have been
described and given special descriptive names. In many instances,
however, these organisms have not been staphylococci, but
members of the closely allied Micrococcus genus ; in other
cases they have probably been varieties of one of the already
described species.
Staphylococci have thus been divided into three main sub-
groups. The criterion on which this classification lias been based
is, however, far from satisfactory. It has already been mentioned
that the formation of pigment by a bacterium is not constant, but
is dependent on a -number of variable factors, and that it is
frequently difficult to decide the type of pigmentation produced
by growth for 24 hours on the usual laboratory media. Other
methods of classification had, however, proved less satisfactory.
In recent years much work lias been carried out on the subject
and a new method of classification has been introduced. It has
been found that there is a close relationship between the patho-
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